Midstates Housemovers Association
53rd Annual Structural Movers Convention
March 12-14, 2026

We are traveling again. This year the association will be holding our 53rd annual convention in Eastern Iowa.  The City of Burlington, Iowa, is located on the banks of the Mississippi River in the southeast corner of the state. The area is rich in history and fantastic architecture. One attraction is Snake Alley, which is Ripley’s “Believe It or Not” #1 odd spot for the crooked curving road. Another is the Port of Burlington Riverfront and the Great River Bridge connecting Burlington, IA, and Gulfport, IL. 
We welcome all movers. If you know of someone in your area that might not have received an invitation, please pass this information on to them or contact Sue Morrow.  She will be glad to send the information to them.

Convention “Early Bird” Registration:
Enclosed you will find the pre-registration form to renew your company membership for 2026 and to attend our upcoming convention March 12-14 in Burlington.  These forms must be postmarked by March 1st,2026, to get the “Early Bird” special attendance rate.  The convention fees are increased for all entries that are received after March 1st, 2026.  There will be no refunds after March 2nd, 2026, if a cancellation is necessary.  We are required to guarantee attendance numbers prior to our event to facilitate reserving space and food.  This is why we require pre-registration.
Please mail your completed pre-registration form, along with a check or money order made out to Midstates Housemovers for the total amount due, to Sue Morrow (secretary).  The mailing address is located at the bottom of the pre-registration form.  We do offer the ability to pay with a credit card. A credit card form is included with this invitation for your convenience.  We accept Master Card, Visa and Discover cards.  Fill out the credit card information sheet and sign to complete the transaction.  This information is kept completely confidential and safe.

Hotel Information:
We will be holding our convention this year at the Catfish Bend Convention and Event Center located at 3001 Winegard Drive in Burlington, IA.  This is a premier choice for gatherings in the Midwest.  This complex holds the FunCity Resort, Catfish Bend Inn, Hampton Inn, Catfish Bend Casino, Fanatics Sportsbook, a spa, arcadium, go-carts, laser tag, bowling, a waterpark, sport courts, and multiple food and drink spots.  All this in one complex.
FunCity Resort Hotel: Rooms will have 2 queen beds for a cost of $109 + tax per room. This is a family-oriented hotel for the young and old. You must be a registered FunCity Hotel guest to enter the indoor pool and splash pad.
Catfish Bend Inn: Rooms will have one king bed at a cost of $129 + tax per room.  This is an “adults” only hotel, you must be 21 or older to stay here.
For any cancellations the hotel must have at least 24 hours prior notice. This hotel complex does not allow animals.
Please make your reservations today as the block of rooms is limited in both time and space.
The block of rooms will be available until February 12, 2026, and their phone number is 
319-753-2946 with Ext. 5733 for FunCity rooms or Ext. 4040 for Catfish Bend Inn rooms. Be sure and mention either Block Code 2605MHAC or that you are booking with Midstates Housemovers Association.

Yard Tours:
It has been 18 years since we held a conference in eastern Iowa. We are all looking forward to traveling to Goodwin House Moving, Inc., in Washington, IA, with Chris Reighard on Thursday, March 12th.  They are located at 2964 Coppock Road in Washington, IA. This is a little over 50 miles from Burlington and approximately an hour away.  Goodwin House Moving was founded in 1930.  With over 90 years of experience in the structural moving industry, we are honored to have them share the opportunity to see their equipment, business site and visit with owners and workers.  They will be hosting the visit from 12:00 until 4:00 PM with lunch provided. Joedy Jahns of Jahns Structure Jacking Systems will be doing a hands-on unified jacking training session from 1:30 until 3:30 at Goodwin’s.
This event is organized by the Midstates Housemovers Association in conjunction with Goodwin House Moving and attendees are required to be registered with the convention to attend.

Opening Welcome Reception:
Thursday evening, March 12, from 6:00 – 8:00 PM, Midstates will host our opening night welcome reception in our main exhibitor display room.  This has become a favorite time to gather, enjoy food and drink and visit with old friends, new friends and just relax. 

Seminars & Demonstrations:
Friday afternoon from 1:30 until 3:30 Joedy Jahns of Jahns Structural Jacking Systems will continue his discussion of the unified jacking systems with a classroom session. Jahns Structure Jacking Systems has been an integral part of the housemoving industry. Sharing their knowledge and professionalism, using these tools is one of the most requested subjects we receive from movers.
On Saturday Sam Koch, Ryan Arpan and Erica Clements will be conducting a seminar about saving time with technology tools and tricks. 

Exhibitors:
The vendor fee is $50 per table or floor space in the exhibitor’s area.  Outside displays are free of charge. Exhibitors are a very important part of the housemoving industry. They offer the materials and tools to meet the needs of every housemover. Upon arrival at the convention, get yourself registered at the entrance to the exhibitor display room and then go in to check everything out. Some attendees travel for miles each year to see a particular Exhibitor or exhibitors they saw at a previous convention.  We try each year to cover different aspects of housemovers needs by contacting all available vendors and inviting them to display their products.
Exhibitors, please send your registrations in with the appropriate fee by March 1st and we will guarantee you space(s) at the convention.  Come, enjoy the festivities and be ready to sell.

Scholarships:
Every year Midstates offers 1 to 4- $500 scholarships to people that meet the necessary requirements established by the organization Board of Directors.  We are including a copy of the requirements and an application. A copy of these items is also available on our website if more is needed. All applications must be postmarked by March 1st, 2026. Mail your application, required transcripts and a current photograph to:
Midstates Housemovers Association
P.O. Box 64
Jackson, NE  68743

An annual event that generates funds for these scholarships is the raffle drawing at the convention banquet.  Raffle tickets are sold offering to win some fantastic items. If you would like to donate a raffle item, please contact Ryan Arpan (chairman of the scholarship committee) at 605-200-0657 or Matt Sundeen (co-chairman) at 651-592-8676. We also accept monetary donations to the scholarship fund, if that is the preferred manner.

Award Applications:
We have included a copy of our award categories and one award application blank. Enter as many times in various categories as you like since each company can only win one award. Make copies of the award application to register your information in “each category”. Award applications will not be accepted at the convention. Award applications must be submitted to Matt Sundeen by February 27, 2026. Matt’s information is on the award application blank.


As in past years, we are offering an “Incentive for New Members”. This is a one-time reduction in the primary convention entry cost in the amount of $50 for any new company registering. Primary entry fee is $150 so this would make the entry fee for this new member $100 plus the $100 membership fee for a total of $200 instead of $250. This reduction would not affect any additional adults attending.  Additional adults are $140 each and $25 for each child under 12. If you know of anyone new to the housemoving industry or new to our organization, please pass this information on to them or contact Sue Morrow to forward the information.

Another new registration category we have this year is the “Retired Mover”. Many of these movers want to remain connected not only to the housemoving industry itself but also to stay in contact with the many friends they have made over the years through Midstates Association. We urge them to continue attending these conventions. They are a fountain of knowledge. They have been there, seen that, tried it all and they are still with us.  Keep coming! It wouldn’t be the same without you.

We want to emphasize how important early registration is to plan a successful convention. It is not only beneficial to us for preplanning events but also to you by saving you some money.
Don’t hesitate. Send your registration today!  Also get your award applications to Matt Sundeen right away. Get your scholarship applications sent in.
This should be a great convention.  Don’t miss it.











